Consequences of Russian Linguistic Hegemony In (Post-) Soviet Colonial Space

The de facto policies that promoted Russian linguistic hegemony in Soviet colonial space
throughout most of the twentieth century have had profound impact on the sociolinguistic
milieux of minority languages in post-Soviet polities, and further they have frequently also
triggered moderate to full-scale reorganization of grammatical systems in these languages in
the twenty-first century. In this paper | offer an overview of the fate of linguistic diversity in
(post-)Soviet colonial space, covering most of northern and western Eurasia, specifically
focusing on the impact of Russian linguistic hegemony on the ethnolinguistic identity of
minority community members in this space, and on the structures of the minority languages
themselves as observed in their contemporary contexts (Anderson 2005; Grenoble 2000,
2010, 2012; Gruzdeva 2000).

Anderson, Gregory D. S. 2005. Language Contact in South Central Siberia. Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz. Turcologica 54. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag.

Grenoble, Lenore A. 2000. Morphosyntactic change: The influence of Russian on Evenki. In
Gilbers et al. (eds.), pp. 105-120.

2010. Switch or shift: Code-mixing , contact-induced change and attrition in Russian-
Evenki contacts. In A. Mustajoki, E Protassova & N. Vakhtin (eds.) Sociolinguistic
Approaches to Non-Standard Russian, 139-152. Slavica Helsingensia 40. Helsinki:
Instrumentarium of Linguistics.

2012. Areal typology and syntactic change. Vestnik TGPU (TSPU Bulletin) 116 (1): 101-
105.

Gruzdeva, Ekaterina. 2000. Aspects of Russian-Nivkh Grammatical Interference: The Nivkh
Imperative. In Gilbers, D. G., J. Nerbonne & J. Schaeken. 2000. Languages in
Contact. Studies in Slavic and General Linguistics vol. 28. Atlanta: Rodopi, 121-
134.



